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The best ways to 
prepare your class and 

run Year 1 Phonics 
Screening checks.

A narrative driven multi-sensory systematic synthetic phonics programme
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About the Phonics Screening Check

“The purpose of the phonics screening check will be to confirm that all 

children have learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. 

Children who have not reached this level should receive extra support 

from their school to ensure they can improve their decoding skills, and 

will then have the opportunity to retake the phonics screening check.” –

Department for Education, 2017



About the Phonics Screening Check

• A statutory phonic knowledge screening for Year 1 pupils was introduced in 
2011/12 in England. 

• Conducted orally and 1:1 with teacher, usually lasts 5-10 minutes (although there 
is no set time limit). The test should be done with a teacher that the child knows 
to avoid unnecessary stress for the child. (pass mark 32, but subject to change)

• The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check assessment usually takes place in June or at 
some point in the summer term. W/b Monday 6 June 2022

• Year 2 pupils who did not pass the Autumn check will retake with the Year 1s.

DfE PSC: administration guidance DfE PSC: responding to the results 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1061977/2022_Phonics_screening_check_administration_guidance_PDFA.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/285349/The_phonics_screening_check_responding_to_the_results--.pdf


About the Phonics Screening Check

• Contains 40 words - two sections of 20 words. Both 
contain a mixture of real words and alien words. 

• Section 1 includes simple word structures and GPCs 
mainly drawn from Chapters 2 and 3. 

• Section 2 includes more complex word structures and 
GPCs mainly drawn from Chapters 4a and b; this can 
also include recognising alternative graphemes and 
phonemes in different words.

• There will also be a few practice words first, to ensure 
that the child being assessed understands the activity.

Images taken from: www.gov.uk – 2019 Phonics Screening Materials



About the Phonics Screening Check

Alien Words (pseudo-word)

Images taken from: www.gov.uk – 2019 Phonics Screening Materials

• A pseudo-word is word that looks like a word in a language as it 
uses GPCs and spellings that exist in that language. 

• They are also sometimes referred to as ‘alien words’ or ‘nonsense 
words’. Examples include ‘melp’ and ‘wubbin’ as standard GPCs 
have been used to form words that don’t exist in standard English; 
however, ‘ckelm’ and ‘drellsch’ are not pseudo-words as they 
have not employed GPCs in commonly accepted places. 



About the Phonics Screening Check

Alien Words

• According to the DfE Phonics Screening Assessment Framework 
(2017): alien words provide the purest assessment of phonic 
decoding because there will be no bias based on visual memory of 
words or vocabulary knowledge.

• The alien words will be presented with a picture of an imaginary 
creature and children will be asked to name the type of creature by 
decoding the word. The pictures of the aliens next to the words 
ensure that the children do not attempt to reconcile the alien words 
with words from their own vocabulary.

Images taken from: www.gov.uk – 2019 Phonics Screening Materials



• A complete programme is one that provides all that is essential to teach SSP to children in 
reception and key stage 1 years of mainstream primary schools, up to or beyond the standards 
expected by the national curriculum, and provides sufficient support for them to become fluent 
readers.” (gov.uk)

• Letters and Sounds (2007) is not a full SSP programme as it does not provide the support, 
guidance, resources or training needed.

• “If your school uses its own approach based around Letters and Sounds 2007 which includes 
appropriate resources, has decodable books matched to pupils’ phonic knowledge, high-quality 
staff training and achieves strong results, there is no need to change approach.” (Education Hub, 
DfE)

Phonics Shed Screening Simulator

Preparing Pupils for the Phonics Screening Check

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/17/the-removal-of-letters-and-sounds-2007-from-the-departments-list-of-validated-phonics-programmes-teachers-questions-answered/
https://www.edshed.com/en-gb/groups/903243


Ø Split into Four Chapters - A similar progression to Letters and Sounds (DfE, 

2007)

Ø Chapter 1 – pre reading / Phase 1

Ø Chapter 2 – Phase 2 

Ø Chapter 3 – Phase 3 and 4

Ø Chapter 4 – Phase 5

Ø Colour coded to ensure ease of access 

Ø Lesson format and sequencing

Ø Covering all necessary GPCs before Phonics Screening

Progression across the year groups

1 2 3 4

Ø Knowledge of Grapheme-Phoneme correspondence (GPC)

Ø Unique character and action for every GPC

Ø Skills of Blending and Segmenting

Ø Time built in for Assessment and Consolidation

Ø Full small group intervention programme

Ø Online assessment and tracking system

Ø Phonics Shed online hub packed with games and downloadable 
resources

Ø Wide range of printed materials

Preparing Pupils for the Phonics Screening Check



Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4
Preparing Pupils for the Phonics Screening Check







Blending

The method used to teach this in Phonics Shed is Sound it, Squash it, Say it:

•Sound the word out, e.g. c-a-t. Be sure to use pure sounds here rather than letter names
or ‘cuh’ etc – pure sounds.
•Squash the sounds together by saying them in order faster than before.
•Say the word that is made by squashing the sounds together.

Segmenting



Extra resources

Chapters 1 to 
4b have 

consolidation
and 

intervention
plans. 



Extra resources

Chapters 1 to 
4b have 

continuous 
provision 

suggestions and 
a booklist
outlining 

required and 
suggested texts. 



Digital Learning

• Can be set for pupils to complete at 
home or in class.

• Set the exact game type and the GPC 
you would like them to practise.



• Schools who score highly in the Phonics Screening Check note that building a love 
of stories and reading plays a big part in their success (DfE, 2021).

• 2019 survey by the Literacy Trust found that children who enjoy reading were up 
to three times more likely to have higher than expected reading levels for their 
ages, and those who read daily are twice as likely to be above average in reading.

• Since the 1960s, research has repeatedly shown that reading for pleasure is an 
indicator of reading ability. In fact, it was suggested in an international study 
that reading enjoyment and ability have more impact on children’s overall 
education than socio-economic factors. 

A Narrative Driven Scheme



GPCs and characters



140 teaching books 120 decodable books

Books



Ø Each HFW is linked to a Set and/or a specific sound to ensure 
that as many of the High Frequency Words (HFWs) as 
possible can be decoded and those that cannot yet be 
decoded can at least be partially decoded.

Ø Words with bold letters are partially decodable common 
exception words (CEWs) that cannot yet be fully decoded, 
using the blending and segmenting technique, at this level. 

Ø CEWs are linked to sets based on the frequency of their 
appearance (for example 'the' is linked to Ch2 Set 1) or that 
they contain a letter that is being covered which represents a 
different sound (e.g. when 'o' is introduced, 'do', 'to', 'no', 'go' 
and ’so' follow on).

High Frequency & Common Exception Words



ØFormative assessment -
lessons

ØGame data
ØSummative assessment –
online resources

ØAssessment weeks
ØTracking tool

Assessment



The best ways to prepare your class and run Year 1 Phonics Screening checks

• Assessment demo

• Resources and digital assignments demo

• Any questions?



Subscription

Digital package only:
• £150 per class

support@edshed.com


